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Mansion Repair Bids Kick Off Silvermont Project 
 Front porch repairs and a general facelift will be under way at Silvermont Park’s 
historic mansion soon.  
 The Silvermont Centennial Committee has been working for nearly two years to 
develop a strategic plan for the 8-acre county park in downtown Brevard.  
 “We are delighted that the county has now advertised for bids on the historic 
mansion’s porch repairs,” says Jeannie Falknor, co-chair of the Silvermont Centennial 
Committee.  
  The deadline for bids is Oct. 29.  
 This is the first step in addressing the committee’s strategic plans for the mansion 
and the grounds, which include $2.2 million in improvements over the next four years. 
   “Our goal is to have the improvements completed in time for the May 2017 
centennial of the mansion, which is on the National Register of Historic Places,” says Lee 
Stewart, committee co-chair.  
 But both Falknor and Stewart say a lot needs to happen between now and 2017.
 “Silvermont has enormous potential,” says Falknor.  “Over the years, many 
groups have committed time and money to helping Silvermont.   The work of those 
groups has spotlighted how this park can be so much more than it is.” 
 The vision of the Silvermont Centennial Committee is that Silvermont Park be “a 
vibrant community center and historic landmark valued by residents and visitors of all 
ages for its beauty, history, recreation, education, music and special events.” 
 To achieve that vision for the mansion, a Preservation Plan was prepared by 
committee member Ellen Harris of Harris Architects. 
 “The historic mansion is in need of repairs to maintain and restore significant 
historic features and is in need of alterations to meet current code and functional 
requirements," says Harris. Her plan includes: 

 Repairs to the front porch and columns. 
 Repairs to the side and back porch. 
 Repairs to the eaves, dormers, windows, shutters, doors and roof. 
 New exterior paint. 
 Improved and new HVAC on all floors. 
 Upgraded electrical service. 
 Building an elevator addition for improved access to the second floor museum 

and a rehabilitated third floor.  
 Repair to interior walls and ceilings. 
 Upgraded restroom facilities. 
 New paint for interior. 
 Carriage house repairs and improvements. 

 And for the grounds improvements, Kathy Zimmerman, of Wildwood Design, 
prepared the Grounds Plan that includes: 

 New basketball court in a new location. 
 New community gathering plaza in front of mansion. 
 New children’s playgrounds. 



 New outdoor adult fitness equipment. 
 New park entrance. 
 New signage and lighting throughout. 
 Repairs and improvements to pathways to make them more accessible. 
 Repairs to the picnic shelter and benches. 
 New landscaping around the mansion and at the entrance. 
 Eliminating invasive plants. 
 Caring for hemlocks and other treasure trees. 
 Better storm water management. 

 “We feel the new basketball court in a new location away from the front of the 
historic mansion is the important first step in our Grounds Plan,” says landscape designer 
Zimmerman.  “From the very beginning our committee said it supported having 
basketball at the park but that the players deserved a better court, and the court should not 
be right in front of the house.”   
 Instead, the committee is proposing that the space in front of the mansion be used 
as a new central plaza to serve as a community gathering place.   
 “Imagine how wonderful it would be to convert that open space to a plaza for all 
sorts of community activities,” says Zimmerman.  “Beautifully landscaped, it becomes a 
place to stop and sit, to have larger gatherings connected to downtown festivals, to be 
enjoyed by those having special events at the mansion.  The potential is huge and it 
addresses the consistent call for more urban park area in the city.” 
 In order to achieve its goal of significant improvements to the mansion and 
grounds, the Centennial Committee is looking for support from government, grants, 
businesses and individuals. 
 “We are grateful that the county commission recently released $200,000 from a 
Silvermont Reserve Fund to start work on the mansion,” says Falknor.  “But the entire 
project will take continued government support over the coming years.  And we see this 
park as an ideal opportunity for the city and county to work together since this is a county 
park sitting in the city.” 
 Recently the Silvermont Centennial Committee completed a new brochure thanks 
to a grant from the Tourism Development Authority.  The brochure helps promote 
Silvermont Park and has information about the centennial goals.  The committee also has 
a website – www.silvermont.org – that includes copies of the Preservation and Grounds 
plans. 
 “Individuals can go to the website, learn about our plans and make a donation 
online if they wish,” says Falknor.  “There is also information online about mailing 
donations.” 
 “We are hoping that the community will see the potential of this park, get as 
excited about it as our committee has, and decide to support this project through their 
donations,” Falknor added.   
 “We have a great community treasure just waiting for a lot of love and attention.” 
 
 
 
Information Box: 
Silvermont Centennial Committee website:  www.silvermont.org 



Committee email:  info@silvermont.org 
Committee phone number:  828-885-2017 
Mail donations to: 
Transylvania County Historical Society 
c/o Gene Baker 
50 Ridgewood Place 
Brevard, NC  28712 
Please note “Silvermont Centennial Committee” in the “for” line on your check. 
All donations are tax-deductible and will be acknowledged. 
Donations can also be made online. 
  
  
  
Cutlines: 
 
1.  Architect Ellen Harris reviews plans for repairs to the porch and columns of the 
historic mansion in Silvermont Park. 
 
2.  Landscape designer Kathy Zimmerman checks Silvermont Park grounds plans, 
including a new basketball court in a new location in the park.  
  
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
  
 
  
  
  
   
 


